
ITEM NUMBER VI.A:  
  
  

SIX-YEAR CAPITAL PLAN (ACTION)  

PURPOSE OF ITEM:  

  
  

This item provides information on the upcoming annual 
submission of University’s Six Year Capital Plan for 
Board approval.  

APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE:  
  
  

FINANCE AND LAND USE  

BRIEF NARRATIVE:  

  

George Mason has historically submitted a six-year capital 
plan to the Virginia Department of Planning and Budget 
(DPB) annually in late-June or early July. However, at that 
time, Mason was engaged in a 20-year Master Planning 
study which includes development of a six-year Capital 
Plan. Consequently, Mason presented a two-year plan of 
near-term emerging from the developing Master Planning 
study, and committed to return with this presentation of the 
full six-year Capital Plan to the Board as Master Planning 
activities are concluding.  

Table 1 includes near-term priority projects and their 
associated pro forma funding plans, with projects proposed 
for DPB Capital Budget Request (CBR) funding 
submission as indicated.  Table 2 includes near-term 
campus priority projects further project definition or 
funding plan development.  Table 3 includes expenditures 
to date, as those anticipated in the six-year plan for active 
projects.  Funding sources for all capital projects are 
summarized in Table 4.  Projects submitted for FY22 CBR 
funding include the following: 

Improve Telecom/Network Infrastructure Phase 3 
Final phase of an ongoing project to improve network 
resilience and increase network data serviceability. 

Engineering and Science Sector Study      
Multi-year planning study for the College of Engineering 
and Computing (CEC) and the College of Science (COS) 
in order to implement the aspirational campus corridor in 



the developing Master Plan.  The study will include 
phasing strategies to address the following:   

• Relocation of undergraduate programs from 
SciTech to Fairfax. 

• Replacement of David King and Planetary Halls. 
• Current and future CEC and COS space needs as 

determined by the Master Plan. 

Student Innovation Factory Building 
This $30M request includes a Student Innovation Factory 
Building that will be preceded by an Engineering and 
Science Sector Planning Study.  The new construction 
capital project is the first building recommended as part 
of the Sector Study, and will be followed by or 
constructed concurrently with a new Interdisciplinary 
Science and Engineering academic building under a 
separate budget request. 

The new Student Innovation Factory Building will be the 
first of several phases identified in the implementation 
plan for the Sector study.  The Student Innovation 
Factory Building will be an approximately 60K GSF 
industrial-style pre-engineered or equivalent building to 
house student project space as required by CEC and COS 
for capstone coursework and student competition project 
work (e.g. sustainability projects, concrete canoe, bridge, 
robotics, solar car, Baja car), and other large format 
student design and innovation projects.  Building size 
determination was based on comparable projects at other 
Research 1 institutions. The Student Innovation Factory 
Building will be a single story, high-bay, flexible, open 
warehouse space, suitable for developing and testing of 
land-, air- and water-based student projects.  The building 
program will include open shop/project space, with 
limited enclosed tool/project storage, as well as code-
based building support spaces.  Site selection for this 
building was driven by proximity to the campus central 
plant in support of student project work relating to 
sustainability and energy efficiency, and also to leverage 
resources and support available by the adjacent Facilities 
shops. 

 



Interdisciplinary Science & Engineering Building 1 
This $150M project is an approximately 150K GSF 
interdisciplinary science and engineering building on the 
Fairfax campus.  This building would provide 
replacement space for the future demolition of David 
King and Planetary Science Halls, and be the second 
phase of development needed to address a critical 
specialized instructional laboratory deficiency identified 
as part of Mason’s recent 20-year Master Planning study.  
The building program includes predominantly specialized 
instructional wet and dry laboratory spaces, along with 
classrooms, collaboration and academic support spaces.   
The primary occupants of this new interdisciplinary 
building would be the College of Engineering and 
Computing, the College of Science, the College of 
Education & Human Development and the College of 
Visual and Performing Arts.     

The building would be 5-7 stories in height, and would 
respond to architectural elements of existing academic 
buildings within the campus core.  It would frame a new 
central quad as a primary gathering space in the heart of 
the Fairfax campus, opposite the Johnson Student Center.  
Site selection allows for construction of the new building 
prior to demolition of 2 adjacent buildings (David King 
and Planetary Science Halls) with critical facility indices.  
Demolition of these 2 adjacent buildings is not included 
in the scope of this request, but would be phased in to 
reveal the new central quad.  Circulation elements would 
be integrated with the new building program, based on 
concepts identified in Mason’s 20-year Master Plan as 
part of the vision for the central quad. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   Approval of the capital projects listed on the following 

pages.  
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